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Tricky Transparency, Part Two
My Secret Searching Weapon

by Jen White

Learn to think outside the box when searching for potentially good photo masks. In Part Two of
my Tricky Transparency series, I’ll show you where and how to search for potentially good
complex photo masks that are FREE.

NOTE: Understanding Part One of this series is important to understanding Part Two.

Part Two includes:

The Surprisingly Simple Search Engine for Finding FREE Masks
Not-So-Secret Search Words for Masks

For this tutorial you will need:

A computer.
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Surprisingly Simple Site for Finding FREE Masks

Complex photo masks like the three shown above can be found in a large variety of places, but
here is the biggest one:

Google Images for FREE Masks

Google Images is often overlooked as a powerhouse source of creative supplies. Here’s how it
works.

Go to Google.com.
Then, click on Images in the top right corner.

Next, you’ll get a dialog box asking for key words or phrases that describe what you are looking
for.

In the dialog box, enter “watercolor” and press Enter or Return on your keyboard. We’ll
talk more about why I chose the word “watercolor” in a little bit.

Maybe it’s just me, but my heart just did a little happy dance. Did yours?
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In light of what we talked about in Part One of this series, are you seeing any potential here?

Well hold that thought, let’s make a few adjustments.

Google Images Filter #1–Safe Search

There is a point when someone can see too much. You’ve heard of TMI, right? Too Much
Information.

There’s a LOT of TMI on the web, so let’s filter that out before we go any further.

In the Google Images menu bar, click on SafeSearch and click on Filter Explicit Results.

After turning on the filter, this menu item will say “SafeSearch On.”

Now we can happily continue without TMI creeping into our fun.

Google Images Filter #2–Usage Rights

Here’s the thing many people do not realize about Google Images—they are not all for you to
have. Most people want to show you their image (like on a website), but they don’t really want
you to HAVE it.

KEY THOUGHT: Most images on Google are privately owned. Hands off, so to say.

But, there is a way to know who is willing to let you play with what they’ve created.

In the Google Images menu bar, click on Tools. This will bring up an additional menu bar
below the main one.
Click Usage Rights > Labeled for Noncommercial Reuse.

Note: If you plan to use the image commercially — on a website or blog, for example — then
you need to click on Labeled for Reuse.
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Google Images Filter #3–Show Sizes

The last thing we are going to concern ourselves with is size.

This “size” is referring to the dimensions of the file, as in length and width. But this setting is
mostly just to make you aware. I’ll show you how to look for larger sizes of an image in a
minute.

Caution…you might need to pull up a little bit of middle school math. Here are some things to
consider:

The digital world is all about pixels.
A typical 12×12 inch scrapbook page is 3600 pixels wide. That’s because 12 inches x
300 ppi = 3600 pixels.

Don’t start hyperventilating. Stick with me!

Therefore, if you dragged a 400 pixel wide image onto a scrapbook page, this is what it would
look like in size comparison.
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So, let’s turn on the File Sizes filter before going any further so that we have an idea of what
we are getting ourselves into.

In the Google Images menu bar, choose More Tools > Show Sizes.
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The Size Might Be Deceiving

You may be wondering, “what size is too small to bother with?”

This image was shown above on a 12×12 scrapbook page. A 400px wide (potential) mask is
probably too small to mess with.

But, don’t entirely overlook small images like this. The owner might have other sizes that you
can download.

For this particular example, here is how I checked:

Click on the image to open up the popup window.
Click on Visit to go to the website that contains the image.

On the Pixabay website, click on the green Free Download button.
Now you will see a list of available sizes for download.
Click on the largest size (1674×3000) and then click Download.

Now you have a 1674px wide image to play with instead of a 400px image.

NOTE: I cannot possibly help you along with every scenario you will encounter. My best advise
is to just use common sense and patiently search for options available to you.

NOTE: Some websites may ask you to register before downloading free images or products.
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Recall Part One

As you look through the images shown, keep in mind the
characteristics mentioned in Part One of this series.

The image should have:

a white or transparent background,
varied edges,
varied saturation,
and, varied insides.

Save Potentially Good Complex Photo Masks

As you browse the images in this search, find ones you think would make potentially good
complex photo masks and save them in the folder you created in Part One. Here’s how:

Click on an image you’d like to save.

In the popup window, Right click (Mac: Ctrl click) on the image on the left and choose
Save Image.
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In the dialog box, give the image a descriptive and unique name.
I’m using “mask” because I’m planning to use this image as a mask.
I’m using “DanVineyardPhotography” because I can see from the popup window
(above) that this is who created the mask. I can use the creators name later in the
credits of my scrapbook page.

NOTE: When in doubt, ALWAYS credit the original designer or creator of the file.

I’ll save the image in JPEG format (or PNG if it’s offered) to my Desktop because I’m not
given the opportunity to navigate to my Complex Photo Masks folder. Later I can click
and drag the file from my Desktop into that folder.
Click Save.

Key Words to Search For

As you may already know, using Google effectively is really all about what you type into the
search bar.

Google Images is no different. The word or words you use can make or break your search.

I’ve started you out with the word “watercolor.” Why do you think I chose that word?

Think of characteristics of masks that you’ve seen and liked.

Watercolor masks are my favorite, so I chose to try the word “watercolor.”

Other keywords to try could include: paint, splatter, brush stroke, and splash.

Why not choose the word “mask?” 

The word mask is more of a Photoshop term. It’s too specific. It’s not widely used to describe
files like the ones we’re looking for.

Just give it a try!

Simply brainstorm and try different ideas. If you come up with a goldmine, let us know what
keyword(s) you used so we can try them ourselves!
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Get Ready for Part Three

With all this info and inspiration in mind, try and spend some time searching the World Wide
Web for hidden treasures that could potentially be good complex photo masks.

Save any potentially good masks into your Complex Photo Masks folder.
Find any surprisingly good keywords? Do share in the comments below!

In Part Three of this series we’ll take a look at the contents of your mask folder and start
measuring your treasures up with a transparency test.

We’re just getting revved up, there’s MUCH more fun to come! See you in Part Three.

Disclaimer: Links or references to individuals or companies do not constitute an
endorsement of any information, product, or service you may receive from such
sources.

Check back for the PDF Download.

_____________________________________________

Author: Jen White | Contact Us

All comments are moderated. 
Please allow time for your comment to appear.
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